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This study examined the effect and function of the materials for reading Japanese as a
foreign language. In terms of the function of reading assistance, strategy training,
facilitation of meta-cognition, learning organizer, chart, and schematic organizer as an aid
in learning from texts were examined. These materials are assumed to help for organizing
each reader’s knowledge structure. Concerning paragraph structure in Japanese text, topic
shift and digression from the main subject is the key notion to facilitate text
comprehension.
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