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To address the issue of commonality/continuity between native and nonnative lexical
processing, lexical decision and naming latencies of English words for Japanese university
students were compared with those for native English speakers. Both on lexical decision
and naming, highly significant correlations between Japanese learners and natives were
obtained, moreover, regression analyses confirmed that many of the operative factors were
common between natives’ and learners’ lexical decision and naming performances. One
notable difference found between natives and learners was that Japanese learners’ lexical
decision was faster than naming. In summary, results suggesting substantial
commonality/continuity between Japanese learners and native speakers of English were
obtained.
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