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This research clarifies the gender structure of the Kofun period through an analysis of
the human—shaped Aaniwa figurines of the fifth to sixth centuries A.D. Haniwa is a general
term that refers to ceramic funerary sculptures on mounted tombs (kofun) of the Kofun
period. This research (1) gathers data on the human—-shaped Aaniwa figurines of eastern
and western Japan; (2) makes detailed observations of their bodily representations; (3)
presents studies of the gendered process by analyzing the bodily attributes of the Aaniwa
figurines excavated from each tumulus; and (4) studies the gender structure of the Kofun
period through a comparative analysis of these case studies. As a result, this research
brings to light a feature of the gendered process in the Kofun period: The competitive
gendered processes of heteronormativity and anti—heteronormativity generated the bodily
representations of the human—shaped Aaniwa figurines. Additionally, this research
advances the theory and practice of a queer archaeological approach in Japanese
archaeology.
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