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The aim of this research project is to explore patterns and dynamism of the interstate
rapprochement in the Middle East through empirical analysis about dialogue, negotiation
and mediation among the state and non-state actors. Although the international relations
of the region, as the sovereign state system, can be understood to some extent in the
context of the IR realism, it should not be ignored that it has been deeply affected by
the identity factors such as being Arab and/or Muslim. Furthermore, the foreign policies
of the Middle Eastern states are characterized by not only dynamics of the state actors,
but also of non-state actors whose alignments are based on policy agendas as well as
identities. Stability of the region seems to be secured by such a series of efforts of
the state and non-state actors for rapprochement.
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