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The goal of this research is twofold. First, to empirically demonstrate a cultural difference in linguistic
expressions between people with East-Asian cultural background and Western cultural background;
second, to examine the mechanism that underlies such cultural difference. Past research and theoretical
arguments tend to suggest that East-Asians are more likely to express in an indirect manner, while
Westerners are more likely to express in a more direct manner. We conducted three cross-cultural studies
comparing how people from a western culture, Americans, and an East-Asian culture, Japanese, might
express themselves in a different manner in terms of directness, and we explored the reasons behind
such cultural differences. Our empirical data from the three studies are contradictory to the popular
observations and that of the past psycholinguistic theories. Basically, our data showed that Japanese
were more likely to use direct expressions than Americans, and Americans were more likely to use
indirect expressions than Japanese. Our results also showed that such cultural difference was due to that

Americans had a strong motivation to extend their social network.

SR
(AL : )
LR R R 2 &t
2009 4L 1. 600, 000 480, 000 2, 080, 000
2010 4FFE 1, 400, 000 420, 000 1, 820, 000
R
HEE
I

=
s>

&t 3, 000, 000 900, 000 3, 900, 000




WEFESTEF b
B OF - ME D | D

&% —1T — K : cross-cultural psychology, indirectness, communicative strategy

1. WFEBHAG S WO 5

A& DEFEZI T 2 E M & MR
EREVDR DD, DEV, bOIT & EHEEN
KRBT 20, Tl bdHDHOBEN D W
BICRBT 2000013, SRR D 5, 6K
DA a=f— a3 CERITEEAE W

M, EEANZEEN I 2= —va A
ANVESLEMITTET, Thbb BJEAN (2
ERIFHARN) Fala=r— 3 VOERIC
R TR 22 b DWW E A, — TR
AN (722 Z7 AV AN ITE#ENTHR
M, BMERPNZLOWWEHTEEZ LN
Txiz, LT, 20X I admRIUIE T
L XALEDRK & LT, BHPERE T 7 A
kR tEETHH DI L, EEEMK=
VTIARNMEBTHL I ENRFETONTE

oo TbbL REICEIT 2 A CITEBOY
FROANLRED TIR] L DDD bV IZBN
TERINDFIETH LD L, EFEICE
5 HECE, JAFROELR NHBIR S 130
L, —fHAELTCOHETHD, 20X
9 72 H C L (self-construal) DEAY, &5E
B HEEE - MDA XA NO L EE 4
HIETOTERVNEBZ LN TE L, L)
L. ko XS imog < Xiidkid 50
IXBEERFTEIC L > TORKFFENTEY |
FEERIC X 2B EE G IR R L D %

YHEOBRFHIATON T I eh o7,

2. WFZEDHK
RO HBIE, REL ST T2o0H5, 1

OlE, PEROHFFRICIB UV TRARAH 5V ik
I RENTELaIa=r—var A
HZANDIAAE CRIE=HHER, EE=EE
) & RAERNCHETT 5 Z L 12Hh 5. 5 212,
ZOXEDERICHD AN = AL ERL
MCTHZETHD, TOMZEICELY, d
B DA EFFO N A BES - FERB %
DMLV MBI T HMENGELND
EHIRFE D,

3. MRk

W5E 1 Tk, 7T AU ANE BARASINEIZ,
HEAEETHRL P/ MIE a2 =r—T 3
ARV D SHEORIL (B - 1]
Befy - FEWICIEER) 2 HEESHLTL L o7,
ZL T, I CHEMHESNAFEEORI DL,
BLOEHOES ST 2, AKMTHREL
7o TEROAGRNSIE LITAUX, 7 A Y NI
AANELD b LY EHENARZRBAZ AN, AR
MNIEHIZ L0 BB KRB A2 V2139 C

HD,

e 2 Tlx, 7 AV ANEBRAOEIMEIZ
W OO F UL ERRL, ZOWRNT3

TFADOFRIL (ERERY - [AIRERY - JEH (2R HERY)



DENENZ EDOREFND ATREMEN D 5

MERPELTH BT,

73 Tk, BkMoala=r—varo
EHENMEOE VAN R T 2 D2 & it L
2o AR FHEIIME2 LR THoT
W, FRTINAZ, BINER I 2=r—Ts

NEBW TR E A =47,

4. WFFRALE

Study 1 OFEE. 2 SOALRZ LV —F DR
T, FPHICK L, 3 DDZ A FORE (E#
PE « BHEME~OIF 2, S BESE) ([ZEN R
LR oTo, Fio, EERILE MR
NPT ST ER R 0T, T ORERIL,
PERMPDWDNTETZAARAD LS %
b, 7 AV T NISEIRRI 2 MfEe & D F
REWficthy, HEEEN, 2L A Study 1 O
FERIT, BARAN L EERBALLF, T A
UBANEYMEREA LT Z & 2R LT
Y

Study 2 Tid, HE#ERH L REERILOMENMH
BEA HOKRHE L7c, 74 U NIF L0 MR
B o HERm<, AARNI LY EH#EEE
BN RN E VO RERPE bz, 2
b E, TR DR S T2
RLIFFETH D,

RET AV ADANPNLVEEN R a2l 2=7
—Ya raifA, AARANDG LY EER A

2= —va VRO, FTMAEEIC
HBEBEDZEN L SNT=D0, = OkER % iR
T 5729, Study 3 Tk, TN FE TORR%E
BHE T HET2 L b, Eidoxk
ZENF DAV E R L B 2 0 R A
LT, ZORER, 7T AV I ANSFREIZH
BERRBLZ A EN T 2 01F, 5 23 i
Xy MU =7 PR LT &y 9 5ROV E
RO TWLHEOThDLZ RSN, 2
B O KN RATER O FLR RIBFFEIZ XF L SERE
HIBFTE I DAF BT B Te e R A R T & &
HIT, TOIALENET D L AIZDONTD
ERe G2 HHERMRTHL, Thbb,
T AU NDHEER R 2 47 DIE, 50
— AN AT D RE VAR | R
73R (NFHIBEER) (S EAICELDAE T
WDHMHEWNWI DI TIEZRL, & LAT A
NN TTAHBENREIN T, (& &

IMFEPBBEICANE DD ATREMENH D 72
B, DRICEDHER Yy NU— 7 IR L
SN/ AVAS Sl N a2 0% s A DA B A E AN
BV, ZIDME B & o T Ok 72 ki T
D, TOXIRBEKIO L & TiE, f
B A~VY—beaIla=r—va VKK
ko THEBR Yy T — 7 ZHLET 2 4
ENRBH D, TODITIE, EENR OV
Lo TIEZ RO | WD L
BN+ 2rEMHIETEL2TEET 5
RETh D,

s, BAMSE, EROMETRINT
W5 &9z, BETEENSRERIR Y FU
— I MBI D, ZO XD ROBRIRENED
S ED A bOMTIE, BRIZEERT
b FERR Y T — 7 ZYRiET D RN
(7 AV B NIZHE L) MRS 20, L



Mo T, WHIET AU TAND L D ITHEW
Xy N =7 ZIET D OICMEND K
<HEbh ko EHTICKE M- TN
HOWNWWET HLEERZR, Study 3 DI3HT D>
5. UED & D e ROMRBE T,

AWFFEIE, 3 SOHEBSHEIIEZ £ B LT,
INFETOMRETEZLNTELaIa=
r—3a VAL A NO AL ZE N FEEIT I D
RO BRI THLHZ L ETEUR
FL—hT2LEbiz, REEDOLI7 (1€
KO EITRRD) N2 UBBFENTZD)
BRI 5L ThEaB M T L7 —4 %
RLUTZ, TNHDOFRICE->T, 23224
— v a VT D EENIED S B 55
& & TR I O HRIR )N ATRE IS A2 o T2
LWz b,

5. ERFEEmLH

(WFFEIRFEAE . WFIE T M ONEEERT IR (2
(=S HI)

CMERERmSC) (G 3 4F)
(1) Yeung, W. L. V., & Kashima, Y., Culture and
Stereotype Communication: Are people from
Eastern cultures more stereotypical in
communication? Journal of Cross-Cultural
Psychology, ##iA, 2011, in press.

(2) Yeung, W. L. V., & Yuki, M., & Chao,
M., Americans find it easier to speak directly
andJapanese find it easier to speak indirectly
? Center for Experimental Research in Socia
1 Sciences, Working paper series, 27, 20
10.

(3) Loughnan, S., Leidner, B., Doron, G., Haslam,
N., Kashima, Y., Tong, J., & Yeung W. L. V.,
Universal biases in self-perception: Better and
more human than average. British Journal of
Social Psychology, #LHiH, 49, 2010, 627-636.

(%K) GHofh)
(XEF) G o)

6. BFICHEAK

() B EE

¥ Em (YEUNG WAT LAN VICTORTA)
LHFE RS - SRR ER o 2 — -
[EERTIEH =

TFgeE 5« 90507146



