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This research aims to examine the formation, transformation, and reformation of port
cities along the South China Sea from the Age of Discovery to the middle of 20th
century, largely relying on the collection of historical data and extensive fieldworks.
Leizhou, a historical port city in the west of Guangdong Province, was selected for
detailed study. The measuring survey and interview were conducted for about 22
building complexes (including dwellings and temples). The analysis of these buildings
demonstrated the spatial composition of the historical residential quarters and
clarified the process of widening streets and building Qilou along them in the 1930s.
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