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The present study revealed that somatostatin in the brain stimulated feeding behavior
of chicks. The orexigenic effect of somatostatin is at least partly mediated by
somatostatin receptor-2, -3 and -5. In addition, the hypothalamus is related to the
effect of somatostatin. It is likely that the orexigenic effect of somatostatin is related to
growth hormone and prolactin, which are released from the anterior pituitary, and
neuropeptide Y, another orexigenic peptide. These results will contribute to clarify the
regulatory mechanism of feeding behavior in chicks.
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