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Targeting endothelial |ipase as a novel therapeutic strategy for
the treatment of atherosclerosis
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To establish a novel strategy for raising plasma HDL-cholesterol levels, we analyzed
the functions of endothelial lipase (EL), a newly-identified HDL phospholipase, using
rabbit models. We found that EL expression was increased in rabbits with low
HDL-cholesterol levels. Inhibition of EL expression using EL specific antisense led to
increased plasma HDL-cholesterol levels. These results indicate the therapeutic
inhibition of EL activity may become a new mean to elevate plasma HDL levels.
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