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WFZepk - oMEEE (¥530) : Human malaria parasites (Plasmodium falciparum, Plasmodium
vivax, Plasmodium malariae, and Plasmodium ovale) are widely believed to infect only
humans as a natural host. We report for the first time the identification of 2.
malariae in two chimpanzees. These two infected chimpanzees were imported into Japan
thirty years ago and have been asymptomatic to the present while in Japan. This
indicates that chimpanzees can be a natural host of P malariae.

Importantly, this study also note that human malaria parasite has been
maintained in nonhuman primates in nonendemic country, and thus has significance in
public health. Currently, nonhuman primates are not included in the target for malaria
control. This study reinforces the importance of a survey of human malaria parasites
in nonhuman primates not only in endemic countries but also in nonendemic countries,

and should contribute to better understanding and improved control of human malaria.
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