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FACS analysis of human endometrial cells recovered from menstrual blood revealed that
they included about 2% of SP(side population) cells. Colony formation assay using SP cells
and non-SP cells showed that SP cells formed colonies more efficiently than non-SP cell.
These results indicated that SP cells recovered from human menstrual blood have
self-renewing ability. Immunocytochemical staining of hEM SP cells for IL-1R and CXCR4
revealed that a few SP cells expressed both proteins.
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