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A few weeks after weaning is a particularly important period for the acquisition of the
mastication function. Moreover, the rapid development of the brain and nervous
system occurs in this period. However, the effects of mastication after weaning on
brain functions largely remain unclear. In this study, we used behavioral analyses and
neurogenesis in hippocampus in mice to investigate the effect of mastication after
weaning on brain function. The results revealed significantly reduced prepulse
inhibition in the male mice fed a hard diet feeding group compared with the soft diet
feeding group. In addition, mice fed a soft diet significant decreased in neurogenesis in
the hippocampus. Thus, the current findings suggest that soft-diet feeding may be
related to mental illness including schizophrenia in young male mice after weaning.
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Hippocampal Neurogenesis in Young Mice
after Weaning.
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Soft-diet  feeding reduces prepulse
inhibition in young mice after weaning.
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