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In the research area of Japanese teaching history, while the textbook
and the policy guideline had been the main target of analysis, the
experience of learners who received the education had not sufficiently been
taken up as subject. This study, thus, focused on the life stories of the South
Korean people who began to study Japanese language in the 1960-70's,
when Japanese language education was started again after World War 1I.
The aim of this study was to clarify the process of their conflict and
acceptance of Japanese language, a language of former suzerain . As the
result of my research, it was found that most of the learners had had the
experiences that they had encountered the question "Why are you studying
Japanese?", been looked with a jaundiced eye, and felt inferior about
studying Japanese. Moreover, there were also a lot of learners who lost the
interest in Japanese language in the situation where no sufficient teaching
material and teacher was available. However, this research also clarified
that some learners kept their motivations by finding their own meaning for
studying Japanese even under such a disadvantageous situation.
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