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WFZER S OEE (F53C) : This study investigated the factors which play a role in listener's
feeling evoked by irony, using questionnaire surveys and an fMRI experiment. Results
suggested that irony evoked positive feelings when a joke or the humor of irony were
evaluated as positive politeness by the listener due to the listener's attitude toward humor
or their joking relationship with the speaker. In the fMRI experiment, the degree of
joking-modulated activity was found in the dorsolateral prefrontal cortex, suggesting that
executive function may play an important role in recognition of joking of irony.
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