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Multifaceted studies of the positivity effect in older adults’ affective processing
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WFe R B OMEBE (9£ L) : This research project contributed to the development of
experimental paradigms for measuring multiple aspects of the positivity effect in older
adults’ affective processing. Three studies were mainly performed. The first study
examined whether and how age-related differences in facial affect recognition were
accounted for by cognitive aging. The results showed that age-related declines in
identifying happiness, surprise, fear, and sadness were fully mediated by cognitive aging,
while the decline in anger was not. This implies that anger recognition can be used as
a good index for the positivity effect. In the second and third studies, novel decision
making tasks, which simulate real-life social exchange situations, were developed
These tasks demonstrated young adults’ high sensitivity to “trustworthy—-looking
exploiters,” suggesting their applicability for the measurement of older adults’
vulnerability to fraud. Taken together, it could be concluded that this start—up project
has succeeded in establishing the bases for further investigation into the effects of
aging on affective processing
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