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This research document and analyze certain rare merchant account books, an Account Book
of a Cloth Manufacturer in Lyon(1320-1324). This fragment is a record of Johanym Berguen' s
debt and implies that the recorder of this transaction was Johanym Berguen himself and
that he cooperated with Bernerz Barauz in the course of conducting business affairs.

When Johanym Berguen recorded both debits and credits, he made ful | use of deyt (the first
or third person singular of “devoir” in present—-day French, that is, “have to” ),
replacing it with the subject. The undeniable conclusion is that the above-mentioned French
merchants expressed their debit entries with a high degree of subjectivity.
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