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The Society and Culture of Modern Ainu from the Viewpoint of MONO Materials
Including Documents, Shikki, Paintings and Pictures

ASAKURA, YUKO

10,800,000

We believe that we have largely achieved the purpose of this research
project, which was to examine the society and culture of the Ainu people in modern times, mainly
through shikki(lacquerware). Among these, a major achievement was the identification and analysis of

the age and place of origin of Ainu shikki owned by the Makubetsu Town Ezo-bunnka-kokokann Museum,
and the scientific analysis of lacquerware excavated from Chiashkotan Island in the northern Kuril
Islands. As for the achievements of historical documents, they have contributed to the accumulation
of modern Ainu history, which had surprisingly little results, and contributed to the theory of the
early modern/modern transition period. The analysis of Ainu paintings has revealed the changes in
the relationship between the Ainu and the Wjin (Japanese people). Demonstrated results can be
presented. Overall, we are proud of our achievements as a major step forward in research on
materials related to the Ainu.
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