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Development of High-Performance Kozo Fibres as a Material for Reinforcing Paper
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Highly externally fibrillated kozo fibre is a high-performance fibre
developed for the leaf casting method used to repair insect-eaten documents. As a new
high-performance material, it is expected to improve paper conservation by increasing adhesion to
the original paper. This is because it does not require the use of materials that may be damaged by
insects and fungi, such as wheat flour starch paste, to improve adhesion, and it also makes it
possible to reduce the number of work steps. We confirmed that grinding the grindstones of a stone
mill (Supermasscolloider) is important when producing externally fibrillated kozo fibre, and
established a preparation method. We also confirmed 1ts usefulness as a conservation material.
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