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The Minamata Convention on Mercury, which entered into force at the United
Nations Environment Programme in 2018, identifies over-mining in developing countries, known as *“
micro and small-scale gold mining (ASGM),” as a priority issue. Although the Convention calls for
the formulation and immediate implementation of an action plan for ASGM, the impact of mercury from
ASGM on the surrounding area is still unknown. Therefore, in this research, the extent of mercury
contamination in lake sediments and its time-series changes were clarified in the former
Nagano/Yamakeno gold mines in Kagoshima Prefecture, where gold mining was once conducted, and on
Luzon Island in the Philippines, where ASGM is currently flourishing, in order to examine the impact
on a wide area.
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