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How Has the COVID-19 Pandemic Altered Public Risk Perceptions?
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This study investigates public risk perception of COVID-19, a new risk to
humanity, through an online survey. It also examines changes in risk perception concerning various
phenomena previously studied. Compared to data from 2005 on Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
SARS), another emerging coronavirus infection, a higher percentage of individuals now perceive
COVID-19 as a danger to themselves and society. However, risk perception for some events has
decreased compared to past data, prompting a detailed examination of these variations.
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