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This study has attempted to capture the rapid transformation of visual
culture in the 21st century, when the mass diffusion of digital cameras and smartphones has led to
everyone taking and being taken photos and videos on a daily basis, by focusing on “ selfies” and
intersecting the perspectives of sociology and aesthetics. In the 20th century, visual culture was
produced by specialists at film studios and television stations, and the public was clearly placed
in the position of “ watching” these works. In the 21st century, however, anonymous people are also
shooting their own images, being filmed, and uploading their images to the Internet. The greatest
achievement of this project was to shed light on this new visual culture and to provide a media
historical perspective from which to study it.
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