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Factors affecting intergroup female transfer in primates: with a focus on
physical and sexual development of female great apes
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In mammals that live in groups consisting of multiple males and females, one

or both males and females leave their home groups and relocate to other groups to avoid inbreeding
and to pursue successful reproduction in other groups. Because of the various survival and
reproductive costs incurred in the process of transferring, in most species, females responsible for
pregnancy, childbirth, and child-rearing remain in their natal groups to form female-philopatric
groups. Still, females transfer between groups in some primate species. In this study, to answer the
unanswered academic question of why females transfer between groups in these species, we analyzed
the proximate factors involved in female transfer and their underlying adaptive significance based
on a comparison of chimpanzees and bonobos, which both form male-philopatric groups but have very
different ages at which females transfer.
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Bonobos and people at Wamba: 50 years of research
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