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Medical Terminology Analysis: Word Structure and Semantic Classification of
Compound Words to Support Linguistic Processing of Real Data
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The 810 compound words in the medical records were classified into three
categories: those listed in the glossary and used idiomatically, those that are not idiomatic and
those that are considered to correspond to a series of sentences or phrases without functional
words. The 810 compound words were then segmented from a medical perspective and the resulting 1,264

word components were assigned 50 different semantic labels. Furthermore, a method for describing
the word structure of compound words was defined. A lexical table consisting of these was then
created.

Furthermore, a support tool with pre-processing functions, including normalization, word
segmentation and the extraction of compound words and word components, was created to enable
healthcare professionals to process the accumulated medical record data themselves in their
facilities.
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