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The Problem of "How to Defeat ": A Historical Analysis of the Narratives of
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In this study, 1 focused mainly upon literature, films, and nonfiction
works from the end of the Asia-Pacific War to the 1970s and examined how the defeat of the Japanese
state and the beginning of the "postwar period" as a new era were described. The following three
points were clarified. (1) The discourse that speaks of the racialized anxieties that prevailed in
Japanese society under the air raids became the foundation of nationalistic nationalism after the
war. (2) In popular genres such as soap operas and mysteries, many stories overwriting the spatial
boundaries of postwar Japan were produced. (3) The recognition framework that positioned Japan®s
defeat in the war as a "collaboration® between Emperor Hirohito and politicians who supported early
peace was established in the 1960s.
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