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The placement and effect of direct discourse in verse of heroic poetry of
Renaissance Italy
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This study examined short utterances fitting within a single line of Ariosto"s “ Orlando
Furioso” , organizing their total count and their distribution within stanzas and lines and compared
them with data from Tasso"s “ Gerusalemme liberata” and Boiardo®s “ Inamoramento de Orlando” . The
results revealed that Ariosto places a large number of direct speeches within one line in the center
and in the first half of the stanza. The short lines, which often directly express the speaker®"s
emotions, are placed by Boiardo and Tasso in the most highlighted eighth line - at the end of the
stanza - to maximize their effect. In contrast, in “ Orlando furioso,” |1 found that the short lines
are placed in the first half or the center of the stanza to depict the characters® emotions in a
restrained manner.
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