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Elaboration of the Labeling Theory: Through Sluicing in Mandarin Chinese
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This study explored the possibility of accounting for phenomena involving
unusual word order by using the Labeling Theory, which has recently been put forward in the
literature as a device to explain various syntactic phenomena. We began our investigation from the
sluicing construction (or reduce wh-questions) in Mandarin Chinese and extended our scope to similar

phenomena in other languages. We pursued the hypothesis that heads undergo movement to determine
the label of the structure where they occur, resulting in an unusual word order.
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