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This study aims to introduce a new theoretical concept called "functional
word sequences" and explore their role in spoken language. In the 2021 academic year, | attempted
to investigate previous literature for the definitions of functional words and content words, but
found i1t to be a particularly challenging task. Ultimately, this distinction must be made, based on

observation, for a convenient purpose. In the 2022 academic year, | defined functional word
sequences using a hybrid criterion based on "parts of speech™ and "frequency of occurrence,"” and
published a study titled "On the Role of Functional Word Chains in Spoken Language." In the 2023
academic year, referring to Sawada (2016), | authored a study asserting that the four prominent
features pervasive in spoken language rely on functional word sequences.

spoken kanguage TOEIC



formulaicity

Biber et al. (1999) lexical bundles 28% 20%
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SL
(function words)
(e.g., Here you are, That”s what it is!)

1 C1FN

e.g., | tell you what, It”s just that.....

e.g., That’s N for you

e.g., Don’t you go V-ing!
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”This is a mad house. That”s what
it is!”

(2016) SL



Spoken Language
(2016) SL
WL
yes, it is
It sure does You’re right, You said it!

Could you ...? | wonder if you could ...., Would it be possible for you to ....?

[...]
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