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Should activities to notice differences between Japanese and foreign languages
be conducted in units of phonemes?

NAGAI, Katsumi
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AIl learners should start with spoken language because speech sound is the
main frame of all languages. Therefore, it was reasonable that foreign language activities in
Japanese elementary schools were introduced with the primary goal of familiarizing children with
speech sounds. However, in foreign language classrooms, there are almost no data showing which is
preferable, (a)learning new phonemes, in the smallest units for both articulation and perception, or

(b) learning new syllables, in larger combinations of consonants and vowels.

In the present study, | compared the performance of two learning experiments, one in which only
plosive consonants were minimally paired and the other in which consonant-vowel syllable units were
minimally paired. Results showed practicing in phonemic units yielded better results, suggesting
no need to overemphasize phoneme recognition.
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“If your lips are moving forward, hold them still with your fingers, and practice

using just your tongue”
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Mean Evaluation Scores by All Native English Teachers and Wilcoxon Rank Test

F3 Variables Time 1 Time 2 Wilcoxon Rank Test
(2267HZ - 2162HZ) n M SD M SD Effect  Positive Negative Ties
(2318Hz - 1747Hz) m 160 158 094 121 093 Time* 61 23 76
[ 160 153 097 126 098
Total 320 155 096 124 095
/I/ /r/ Note. *p < .01, Z=-3.73.
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Listening Test Mean Scores and ANOVA NI/
Variable Time 1 Time 2 ANOVA
n M SO M 5D Effect F(L140) 7? NI/
Rhoticity T 408 36 70
English /I 7 850 197 942 191 R 506% 37 12
English /r/ 68 704 253 850 243 o) 010% 64
Onset TxR 015 .00 12
rala 74 865 216 954 171 Tx0 010 .00
ara/ala 66 776 232 842 255 Rx0 19.06* .13
Total 140 823 223 901 220
Note. T = Time 1 or Time 2: R = rhoticity (/' or /r/); O = onset (la'ra or ala/ara). *p <.05. (8 23)
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*p <.05. All other connections are p <.01. Error bars
show standard errors.
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