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This study focused on the teaching and assessment of English education in
elementary schools in Japan. Research papers were published in 2022 at the Japan Association of
English Teaching in Elementary Schools and in 2023 at the Japan Association for the Study of
Teaching English to Children and in international academic journals.

In this study, the Communicative Orientation of Language Teaching (COLT) observation scheme was used
to analyze foreign language classes in elementary schools. Through COLT, the characteristics of
each teacher®s class could be objectively captured using the indicator of communicative orientation.
Additionally, the study examined how teachers® teaching histories and beliefs influenced the forms
and content of classroom activities. The results confirmed that teachers®™ experiences and beliefs
had a significant impact on classroom activities.
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