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Community action, centred on ever%day issues affecting life at neighbourhood

level, was a new form of political activism that flourished across urban Britain from the 1960s to
the 1980s. Using individual narratives and testimonies, this project recovers part of the forgotten
history of community action through a case study of Notting Hill area in London. During 1960s and
1970s in Notting Hill, the growth of community action was a response to the failure of traditional
political organisations to represent those who disagreed with various aspects of urban policy. Over
the 1970s, activists re-shaped policy on urban renewal, housing and transport. The Notting Hill
experience shows how community activists pioneered new forms of urban policy and forged a
partnership with local government.
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