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Political transition and neoliberalism in post socialist countries: a case study
on Estonia®s long transition period
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This research project examines the political transition in Estonia from 1985
through to the present as Estonia®s “ long” period of regime change . What is the main difference
between Estonia and other former socialist countries in transition is that its regime change was
partly made through the social integration of the country®s largest minority, the Russian-speaking
population. While in 1990s the minority protection was found the most crucial issue, the security
was the hiden agenda. After 2022, however, the strengthening of national integration as a security
policy became apparent. In another word, the hidden agenda has become actualised in response to the
upheaval in the international order. It should be pointed out that “ freedom” and “ democracy”
were inseparable from the security perception at the end of the Cold War as well.
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