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Reconstruction of the historical transition of pig breeding and utilization in
prehistoric Okinawa by morphological characteristics of Sus scrofa remains
excavated from archaeological sites

Niimi, Michiko
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In Okinawa, the many bones of boars were excavated from the Jomon sites
Noguni Shell Mound, Aragusuku-shichabaru Second Site, Shimotabaru Shell Mound ).We have performed a
morphometric analysis of the bones and radiocarbon dated the bones themselves using accelerator mass
spectrometry (AMS).As a result, we found that from the end of the Initial Jomon period to the Early
in West coast area of Okinawa main island, almost all of the bones were pigs and there was a common
pattern of pig breeding within the area. In addition, we found that in Yaeyama Islands in the late
Jomon period, most of the bones were pigs and pig breeding was practiced.
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