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Research on the distribution of decorated swords and the clan system in the
Kofun period
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Decorated swords are useful relics for reconstructing the production and
distribution, as well as the military and political systems, of the Kofun period. In this study, we
focused on the Keitou and Entou swords, among the decorated swords. First, we extracted materials in

good condition from the excavation survey reports, and visited the area during the period in which
the materials were stored to create actual measurement maps and photograph them. Next, we
reconstructed the classification and chronology of the swords, created distribution maps by period,
and reconstructed their production and distribution. Furthermore, we compared them with excavated
examples from the Korean Peninsula and considered the genealogy of Keitou and Entou swords, the
start of domestic production.

Keitou swords have a lineage in Baekje, and were produced from the late 6th century to the mid-7th
century. We concluded that their production and distribution reflect the activities of the Jyougu
royal family.
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