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The Oral Transmission System of Burmese Classical Songs: the Descriptive Study
of Mouth-music and its music structure
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The ﬁurpose of this study is to describe and analyze the oral transmission
of Burmese classical songs through mouth-music and the musical structures conveyed by this
mouth-music, in order to elucidate the structure of oral traditions. Mouth-music refers to the
practice of conveying instrumental sounds through words, a transmission method observed in musical
traditions around the world. This research involved three field studies conducted in Myanmar,
focusing on the relationship between mouth-music and the smallest musical unit corresponding to it,
known as "akwet." The study found that numerous "akwet™ are physically memorized by performers
within the tradition, enabling the transmission of music simply by indicating them through
mouth-music. Additionally, it was revealed that memorizing multiple variations of the same "akwet"
leads to the emergence of improvisation during performances.
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