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The resilience of folk knowledge in the revival of the halal industry in the
PRC: the search for survival strategies of ethnic minorities
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This research project, which focuses on North China (Beijing) and Hohhot in
the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, examines the changes of the halal industry in modern and
contemporary China from a socio-historical perspective, and examines, first, the consequences of the

socialisation policies driven by the Chinese Communist Party on the Muslim minority groups (mainly
the Hui), Secondly, after the introduction of economic liberalisation policies, private enterprises
and sole traders emerged in the halal industry, unlike in the socialist economic period, and the
inheritance of folk knowledge has continued. However, it was also possible to identify a serious
situation in which the participation of Han Chinese in the Halal market has shaken the authenticity
of Halal food products.
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