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Examination on the multidimensional structure of public opinion on criminal
policy
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In this research project, a web survey was conducted to examine public
attitudes toward punishment. In measuring public attitudes, macro-level attitudes and micro-level
attitudes are distinguished. As to the former, people are asked abstractly whether they approve or
disapprove of several criminal policies. As to the latter, they are required to think about
appropriate punishments on specific cases.

The results of the data analysis suggest that, with regard to macro-level attitudes, the public is
not exclusively in favor of severe punishment, but is also in favor of policies that promote the
reintegration of offenders, suggesting that it is not appropriate to regard public opinion as being

exclusively punishment-oriented. The results of the micro-level attitudes also suggest that the
public does not always seek severe punishment, and that the relationship between support for severe
punishment in macro-level and the public®s opinions on punishment in specific cases is limited.
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