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This research examined the conditions for the legitimacy of political
authority in a free and equal society. Based on the results, this research then examined the
conditions for the legitimacy of democratic decisions, particularly by distinguishing between
proceduralism, which locates the legitimacy of democratic decisions in the intrinsic value of
procedures, and instrumentalism, which locates it in the outcomes produced by procedures.

This research also showed that such theoretical studies have implications for various practical
issues. The practical issues examined include, for example, why majority rule is superior to
lottery, whether democracy is superior to authoritarianism, how the general meeting of shareholders
and the management _in a firm should distribute authority, what is the basis for a state’s
territorial jurisdiction, and why colonial rule is unjust.
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