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This research examines the formation process of the Chinese Communist Party®

s political elite in terms of both ideology and behavior. The case study focuses on Xi Jinping, the
supreme leader of the People"s Republic of China. It discusses the following questions: 1) What
were Xi"s political achievements during the period of local leadership (1985-2002) and during his
five years in the key posts of central leadership as a member of the second Hu Jintao administration

(2002-2007); 2) What were the characteristics and changes in his political awareness, policy
theories, and leadership in different positions, and what was the continuity or discontinuity
between these and after he became CCP general secretary; 3) What were the similarities and
differences with the previous leaders of Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin, and Hu Jintao.
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