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By examining “ Bonapartism” that had emerged in nineteenth—centur¥ France,
this study elucidated the formation process and structure of democratic despotism and the logic of
the forces opposing it from an ideological-historical and empirical perspective. To this end, first,
it examined the ideas and actions of Louis Napoleon (Napoleon I11). Second, it focused on the
discourses of “ L"Union liberale” formed as part of the electoral strategy against democratic
despotism under the Second Empire, and showed the logic against arbitrary power. Finally, third, it

clarified the characteristics of "Gaullisme," which emerged in the 20th century as a variant of
Bonapartism.
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