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What was "Kokka (the State)® in the 20th Century Japan: A Textmining Analysis

Sako, Teruhito
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Using IShida Takeshi®s book Politics and Language in Japan, Volume Il: Peace
and the State"™ (1989) as a primary benchmark, I described the history of the Japanese state through
texmining analysis. 1) | extracted the book titles (and chapter titles) of the Japanese books

published between 1860 and 1926 that contain the word KOKKA(the state) from the National Diet
Library (NDL) Search, and used them as a dataset. 2) Based on preliminary analysis, | divided the
dataset into the Period of Constitutional Promulgation, Period of the First Sino-Japanese War and
Russo-Japanese War, and Taisho Democracy Period. 3) Initially, the concept of KOKKA was primarily
characterized by functional utility. After achieving a certain degree of success, such as victory in
wars, a re-examination of the raison d"etre of the KOKKA occurred. From this emerged a
quasi-religious understanding of the KOKKA.
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