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The activities once defined as deviance is now being reinterpreted. This has
been brought about by the AIDS epidemic. The AIDS epidemic has provoked concerns about saving the
lives of marginalised groups such as homosexuals, drug users and sex workers, to which the
governments have responded through public health. In the process of the dissemination of new public
health, attention was drawn to the effectiveness of the activism of those involved, later to be
known as Harm Reduction. It has resulted in some attempts at the social inclusion and acceptance of
their activism. This has also led to an era in which previously unimaginable policies, such as the
legalisation of cannabis use, have been implemented. The social transformation that has made those
activities possible and the social transformation that is being achieved through the activities of
those involved have given rise to the concept of "post-AIDS era™ and have called for a new

definition of the concept of deviance.
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