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Reproduction and quantification of dyeing methods for clothes in the Nara and
Heian era
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The ancient times of Japan, the colors of human garments in the upper
classes, have been described in certain literatures, e.g., Tales of Genji and also in some ancient
laws, e.g., Engishiki. However, inn such literatures, they include only the colour names or almost
in Engishiki, the dyeing materials of mainly vegetable origin.

Usually, vegetable colors are prone to decoloration by light (fading) and hence the original colors
in the ancient times are largely changed in these thousand years.

It is the purpose of this investigation to regenerate the original colors, such as hi or scarlet,
and various murasaki’ s or various violets, as they are dyed at that times. The colors regenerated
here, has been formed to be reasonably discussed in terms of modern colorimetry.
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