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A comparative study of corporate educational activities in schools from the
perspective of the public interest
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The phenomenon of school commercialism, which has been the subject of
educational research in the United States since the 1990s, has also been identified in Canada and
Japan. This phenomenon manifests in various forms, including the production and distribution of
teaching materials by corporations. In contrast, no similar cases were found in South Korea,
Indonesia, and Sweden, which serves to confirm that school commercialism is not a universal
phenomenon.

In the United States and Canada, where concerns about school commercialism are shared, there have
been initiatives to limit corporate influence in schools. These include legislation and regulatory
frameworks, as well as research and development of evaluation criteria for corporate teaching
materials. While there are avenues for further improvement in these efforts, it is concluded that
tgey have the potential to be a significant instrument for the protection of the public interest in
education.
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