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This study aims to empirically analyze the historical development of local
academic achievement tests from the postwar period to the present. In this study, a structural
analysis was conducted on the development of academic achievement tests in the 47 prefectures of
Japan. Systematization and structuring were conducted in this research based on the results of a
comprehensive study on Japan’ s first local academic achievement tests. This previous study also
elucidated the diversity and autonomy of these tests in the country’ s 47 prefectures. The study
results were published by Akio Kitano (2022) in History of Local Academic Achievement Tests: Postwar

History of 47 Prefectures (Kazama Shobo). This book is the first academic work in Japan to clarify
the historical structure of local academic achievement test policies. The book also provides new
historical facts regarding local education in Japan.
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