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Study on School Reform Movement that Makes Research on Teaching
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SAITO Kihaku was an elementary school teacher who was active from the

pre-war to the post-war Showa period. His main field of practice was Gunma, and his influence spread
nationwide. The Shima Elementary School, where he served as principal from the age of 41, attracted
over 10,000 visitors from all over Japan. Through eight open school research sessions, he
demonstrated his achievements. His educational practice records utilized a wide range of media,
including photo collections, films, and records, not limited to traditional literature. His complete
works span 30 volumes. In this study, we collected, organized, and digitized scattered historical
(resource) materials of educational practices. We grasped the overall picture of the school-building
movement that originated from Shima Elementary School. He pursued the connection between children
and teachers at his first school. Subsequently, his practical research proved to become a movement
of the era as a school-building movement.
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