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Historical examination of the jiyu-hoiku "movement™ from 1964 to 1989
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Through this research, it has become clear that, as a preliminary step to
the Jiyu-Hoiku "movement", consideration of collectivist childcare practices was heavily involved.
In this environment, not only the desirability of the group but also the thoughts of the individual
became increasingly important. The Jiyu-Hoiku "movement” during the research period was not only
based on child-centered principles such as Nobuyoshi Hirai"s, but also practices that was conscious
of the relationship between the individual and the group and valued the thoughts of the individual.
The idea of Jiyu-Hoiku functioned effectively as a way to loosen the constraints on childcare
practices that are task-centered or group-centered. On the other hand, in childcare practices that

are already based on a child-centered approach, it has served to hinder childcare workers from
providing specific guidance.
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