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Development of a History Learning Program Utilizing the Results of Research on
the Early Modern Class System
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We developed an elementary school learning program to foster understanding
of the mechanisms of the early modern class system, cultivate historical awareness to recognize the
injustices of discrimination, and develop anti-discrimination judgments and sentiments and the will
and attitude to practice anti-discrimination.

We analyzed the 2020 edition of elementary school social studies textbooks and teachers’ manuals,
and observed the following: (1) The lessons about the early modern class system tended to be limited
to an understanding of “ ruler-ruled” relationships. (2) Further improvement was required for a
unified understanding of the establishment of the early modern class system and how it reinforced
discrimination. To solve these issues, in this study, we developed a class program about the
establishment and development of a group of performing artists named “ Yakusha-mura” and their
historical significance.
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