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Becoming a science researcher: a qualitative analysis of the process of
researcher identity formation
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In this study, an interview survey was conducted with students in university

science laboratories. The results suggest that in university science laboratories, everyone faces
the reality that research does not go as well as expected, that to overcome this reality, it is
essential to first be accepted as a member of the laboratory, and that in such an environment,
students examine their own suitability as researchers and consider whether they should continue to
pursue a career as a researcher. It was suggested that in such an environment, students examine
their own aptitude as researchers and consider whether they should continue to aim to become
researchers. On the other hand, it was found that when students do not receive the necessary support
when their research is not going well, they do not have the opportunity to examine their own
aptitude, and they give up being researchers because they judge that they lack the aptitude to be a
researcher.
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