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Elucidation of symbiotic strategies of pea aphid by RNAI targeting symbiotic
organ-specific peptides
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Aphids establish obligate symbiosis with Buchnera in their SKmbiotic organ,
bacteriocytes, where Bacteriocyte Cysteine-Rich (BCR) peptides exist specifically. The aim of this
research is to clarify that the BCR peptides are essential for the symbiosis with Buchnera.

In the bacteriocytes of the pea aphid, Acyrthosiphon pisum, seven genes of BCRs, i.e. BCR1-6 and
BCR8, are expressed specifically. We repressed their expression by feeding the aphids artificial
diet containing siRNAs targeting each BCR gene. Feeding the aphids with siIRNAs resulted not only in
the reduction of the expression of the target gene but also in the significant reduction of their
survival rate during 72 hours of feeding. This study demonstrates that BCRs of the aphid are
essential for symbiosis with Buchnera.
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1. IRFARBVOER

T DR ER 2 RBWE T D/INUORBRTH DT 7T AL, HRF CREEDSCEZEMEDIC
FERIPEEZH 2 THBY BREORERETLEIMTHDL FEHD, HERH 81,127,2015),
— T 20,000 [EICHEZ D E b WNDNET 7T LAY OB N 22 TWHDIX, 7 7%7 Lndt
AETHD, HRFOK 4,000 FEOT 7T AL, TLEDLOFINERWT, 7T EHAELT
Wb, ZORAEITEANILEDOREF THY . 77X Z 13 HERETHL NN T U A A | (l
) OMPANENICHFEL TWD, T7 I3 LT 7RI 0MAT, WEDY ) LFEHTIZ L
HZRIT T D AR RGRZFAM O AR B AETH L Z LB LN E o TV D,

EMRRICRERZGIZEBEL TWAEY AT A ) v TFXTF ROBIETDIFEE I L, BCR

(Bacteriocyte specific Cysteine Rich peptide) E{x - & 41T H 4172 (Shigenobu and Stern, Proc R.
Soc. B.,280,20121952,2013), flxiX, => RO F+H7 77 L (Acyrthosiphon pisum) ApL
FElE, F D7 ) A EIZTFEO BCR Bl T2 RFF L TEBY | BEICRF SN 7T Vi &
50~80 7 X VRN DR DRANRT T RERF 5L LT\ D, AT F RO 7T 2/ BESIZS
BRMEICEATOVAN, 6 £I1E8 DL AT A VEEOMNBEIZRFESNL TS, 2 E TITH~
5SAUTZHPH T, BCR #5113, %<®777A/@#/ALT%Eéhf%@(mmadbﬂ
J. Mol. Sci., 23, 12480,2022) . 7 7 %7 £ DA TEELKEZH->TnD EFPHREIND,

DX BB ERT DT T ROBIETIL. v ARMEM O ) MZHHFELTEY | D
7T KL, ABRIE & OLAEDE THARKICTETEFEET D, ~ AFRMEY LIRKIEOA L F7-,
MR 72 HIRNIEAE TH Y | Z OIRKIFFRA S 2T A U v F<7'F REEIT NCR (Nodule specific
Cysteine Rich peptide) & 4 fH1F 4172, NCR 1%, MRRAIRENIZRA L7 AR ICEEEER L CHl
A zflifl+ o Z ik v " TaA N (=HEREBORKE) ~&mbEE5, BEEE O
AN VI T~ A B DRSS+ TH D Z ENA L E 72 o 7= (Vande Velde et al., Science
327, 1122, 2010),

TR TFTHT T T LD 4FEOER BCR X7 F RIZOWT, JROHLETE MO
EIRGEMEE B LS RIENAEET D Z EBRHLNE /o7 (Uchi et al., Microbes Environ., 34,
155,2019), BCR & NCR OEWA 7 o —inh, BCRIL, 7737 ZHlH+ 515249
L7 7T AVHROIAEMK ST CHDLETRTES, LML, [BCREETHHIEL2WT 7
T LAUVIIEFERETH D] E I T, R TH- 72,

2. ROBEW

K7D BHNL, [ 775 53O BCRIZT 72T & OIAICHKAT %6%9JEVOWV:%
252 L TdHD, BCR BT DIBIHIN, 777A/®$f WCRIETHEZRGTT D2 &
WL, ZoBWILTEzDZ L LT,

3. HEDHE

AWFFETIZ, = RO e 7 HT 7T L (Acyrthosiphon pisum) ApL S/ & AFFEp L & LTz,
777A/1%F%@+#ﬁ4éh1w@wtw ZIEIND BCR BI5 T A5 & LT- siRNA
AL, ALEEHIRG L TTY 7 7 AVICKREET 2 2 &I X 0 BB MG 25 H1E, BlH,
IWA¥@(MMOu&égﬁ¥/yﬁ5ﬁ/%ﬁ$5:&&bko

(1) 7S LIDRGHEF

T 7T LAY OMREATITIE, L—AEEEROY 7~ XA 2 RESE TG EER LT, 77
T LABEBICE Y T~ A OSREYI R, I 16 FEE - BEH 8 RO & H 4k, 26°C TRk
B - fAE L CHEBRIZHW,

(2) AIFRRICEKBDT7 TS L ONE

TIAF w7 —1 (035 mm) IZ 2 MERIZ LT T 7 4 v L ELS T LN GED . £
DWEIEOMNCT 77 2 HDOE RN LEE 100 L 2 Adiz, 4% 24 FFEUNO T 77 L3 %
BL, YT AN EEE LT AR FEHEE L7727 77 L% "T7 7 4 VAR EICB L
B 16 R« W5 8 FRfO R B, 26°CTRE Lz, — MDY ¥ —L ET, 77745210
ERZ A E L,



(3) &AM RNA IZ& 3 RNAI
77 LY ApL SRR AE T H 4 TD BCR BIZ TIZOW T, RNAIL I K 25BN 253425 2
Ll L, ENEND BCR B FIZOWNWT, 7/ MMEFWMIZEESWT RNAI ICHET 5 & PRI
HYEFECH] (20 HEEFREE) 22 #FTE L. B A RNA &7 0 F & o 28 RNA Z{LFE R
U7o, HAEESIIE, 20 &5 BCR BAG T-LIAN S IXHFEMER 202 & 2 L. £7-. RNase 12
X B3R A RS B 72D, 3RO 2 NI DNA & Lz, ALz 2HET TR
AT ZTERL S H, siRNA & L7z, Bz iX. BCRI &Is %M &35 2 FiD siRNA (&,
ZNZX siBCRI-1 }e Y siBCRI-2 £ FKie+ 52 & & Uiz, NTfEHTIE, &+ 2% BCR #Eix
TH® 2 FED siRNA Z 44 100ng/ul & 725 X HIZim L7z, #lxiX, siBCRI-1 & siBCRI-
2 OWF RS LI NLEEHE, siBCR1 & &FL L7z,
AAFZECiE. RNase IEMEICTMEZ A9 5D LNA (Locked Nucleic Acid) & &k L C. FEHHIHI D
hE % WAEAG D siRNA & bl L7, ] L7- LNA O RS, siRNA ERIT & Lz,
*U 7 T D GFP i\ a1 EHEN) &£ 35 siRNA Z{RE L7z N T2 siGFP & L, XX
ONEDITHE LT,
(4) 775 LoD RNADHMHERIRENTEES
SiRNA #5EERRICAEFE L TWDT 77 A3 1EIRT O G, RNA Zfit Lic, 777 4306
D4 RNA OfHIZ1%, RNeasy Plant Mini Kit (QIAGEN) %M L7=, L ZE1® BCR Bin 1D
BRI A, 77 %7 HEDEET L LT DnaK Bin T OEIEME S T Lz, Bin T OisETE
PRI, WEEHES L Co- 727 Fo B In T2 L. qRT-PCR TE= - fiffir L7z,
(5) HHROHNLEMEICL SEHE
T 7T L EARBEMEE T O L BRI A D LT, XTIV AT LT B RTEE L,
0.2% Tween 20 % & Te U U FAREMER CHei L7 HAIESE 2 DAPLIZ T LT, S BpsEIc ¢
LI,

4. HERR

(1) siRNA O#4tEE& BCRIEEFH & U DnaK B FDHKI

siRNA FfEEBH A7~ © 72 REfi)#4 £ COM), 24 FFEEICT 77 AT OAELFEERD B RNA % fhiH
L. #Ef & L7z BCR Bi5 T D3 Hl% qRT-PCR TER L7-, BCR BIE T OH T bRBELEN LN
BCRI &5 1. HUEIEMENII BCR2 a1 2 TCHOT 77 AVHETIRIFESN TS EFREN
% BCR3 A 112 OWT, ENENEIEN L T 5 siRNA Z &t 3 FEoo A Akl (siBCR1, siBCR2,
siBCR3) Z#AEH L7, #AEHBRAA 48 BEREIRRICAEGF L CWVET 77 AU RROREEZ ER& LIZ &
A, WO BCREIEFH . XTHRX (control, &% RNA % & £ 72 N LB ZHGEE) D 50%
BEIEKTFLTW: (K1), LaLAans, 72 BEf#EICIE, &0 BCREG ORI XX &
FIRRE CTH o7, %k 2 X 512, EHBIAA 48 BEEI 5 72 BERIRICNT T, 77 7 v D4k
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1. SiBCRD#GEEIC & 2BCRETGTDHE
RANE]. SIBCRIGEEFIIA48FAI R D FIR %
gRT-PCRTEE L 7=, siBCREZ &S FEH LA
ITERNTHAHBLAET 77 LY0%R
(control) % 1 & L7z, *, p<0.01; n=9.

2. SiBCROD#AEE & DnaKBIzF D H 1,
SIBCRIGEEFAIA48EM % D 7 7 % 7 D DnaK
EEFOREEQRT-PCRTEE L 7=, siBCR
EEEFRVATARTRBELET 7 7LD
%3] (control) %1 & L7, n=9.



FRPREAER T LI L E2BET L L. TiaEHRLG 48 FFff$2 £ Tld BCR BT OFBL I
ENTWVDHEDOD, FEHITE S TORWEER SN T2, B EOEITR I XIS TEN
AR U, L, FEEAH S U= R1E 72 BE#% & CIOAER L T L £V, 72 BEf#% A
L TODEEIT, siRNA OZVRBFTN-T2h, H DV, MR 72 < 72V BCR &5 1D
B ENEIE L2l SRXEFREDEER LT, ] EBXDHTENTX D,

SIRNA #5EH% D7 7 X 7 HOIERE L LT, #aEBLS 48 IEfEl2 D7 7 X T O DnaK 5T D%
WA L7z (M2), siBCRI 3L siBCR2 OFEGEETIE, XTHRIX & A ERFZBILR D> 1273,
siBCR3 ##afH L 7= 55 1%, SHIRX O 2 FREOEWMELZ /R LTz, Fo, 72 REfZOMEX, xR
X EFEZET o T,

SIRNA DFFEFIZ X D4R BCR A5 T OFEBLINHII RS BIE 7z (B 1) 23, #38H L 72 siRNA
WNT 7T LUARNOFRY RNase 1M & - THME S v, FBUNHI OB RN+ 35 5T
PN E L PREESNZ, £ 2T, RNase ([ TH D LNA 2/ L, FEEIH OEE BT L
72, siRNA & [A] CHE RS 2 A 5 6 LNA 2 N TEEHZIES L CHRET L, MEAfD siRNA &
FEHNE OB R A el U7-, ZO5EE. LNA ORBEIC L A RBIH ORI, EEMiD siRNA
L0 BN LN LT, ARFZE T L7 LNA (X, RNase [CIHPETH D H DD, RISC
BN D ELRINT . BRIHONERBEN ol bDEBZ bD, AR THEH L7z
siRNA 1Z, 3Rl 2 k4 DNA & LCHR LT, 2D Z LIk Y, RNase (2 KD 50% &
BHFRFEEGEE L7228 5 RISC HAMKREZIEA L. RNAI 28T 5 Z LN TEX O TIEARWNEE X
bivD,

(2) siRNA DIREEE EHFEDEL

SiRNA 58 72 RS ETOT 77 AV OAFHREK 3ITR LTz, & RNA 25 720 AT
Al 2 A ET L 72 FEBRIX % Control, F72. GFP 1 (77 7 A UITITHEN & 72 2 i - M FAE
L72WN) OFRBINHI D72 D siRNA & #56H L 7= FEBRIX % siGFP &7k L7-, Control 3 X U\ siGFP
FRETIE, 72 BEEIR  COAMFRITFAERE L2V, —J5, siBCRS LIS siBCR OFGERIL, £1F
AT W72, AFRE, 48 REEE D 72 FEZIZOT TRE KT I RN H -T2, =
D Z LiE, siRNA IZ K DR FITAGERB AR 24 WEEI L DARE, 72 Wl & CICBAME (LT 5 2 L 2R LT
W5, 7THED siBCR OHTH siBCR2, siBCR3, siBCR4 1%, AfFR%E K& <K F &¥7=, BCR3 &
5 FiE, £2TOT 77 L% (Aphidinae) IZIRFENTEY, 77T & OIAETRICEE &
HeHoTndEEZLND, &HIC, Ak BCR3 1TV HIEEEZ A5 Z & BCR3 Ein T
OFBIHNEL, 7 7R T D Dnak B TORBEZmHHZ & (K2) 2&5x5bE%5 &, BCR3
IXEIANEL D 7 7 % T OMHE AT 2 Z LI K AEDORRSICES L Tnb EEZLND,
—7J5. BCR2 & BCR4 OHFNATF ROPUETEME, MIEBECE A IETZEIL, FEFIZTHD,
L2yL7223 5, siBCR2 & siBCR4 OFGERIT, A2 K& KT EH72, 2D Z &if, BCR2 &
BCR4 X, BCR3 & 37 5AEBEHE CHADKNIZH G LTS Z 2R LT\ 5D, Rk
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3. sBCROIGEE L A FXNDZE. siBCRIGEHMB2EBMEZEITCOT 7 I L OEEREZREL 17,
Control, SBCRZ &£ B WATFK TEHB L7 75 L) siGFP, GFPELZTF%#1ZR & L izsiiNAZ &L AT
ARl cEB LT 7T LY, n=8.
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AETIE. NCR (F72IXNCR AT F R) OZERRAFEE DN ESHNIER L CHAEZ AL X
HTCWND ETFHEINTWD (Czemic et al., Plant Physiol., 169, 1254,2015) 3, 7 7 7 L Ol
i C HARRI LA & [FAER e B3 L & TV D AR & D

BHIOWFFEFHE T, BIROMBET TIIXhEMN 2 < &b, Flx1E, siBCR2 & siBCR3, & 5V T,
siBCR2 & siBCR4 ® X 9 72 siRNA OEAREE TR NHE 256 LH D & HE 2, #HA siRNA TD
fAHE HFE LTz, LvL, WIho siBCR & BUMARET CAEFRICEE L KT T 2 & VA
L7728, #HA siRNA ORFEFIC DWW T, G722 atiT L —
Lzl L L, N |

£ |

(3) SRNADREE T IS LLDEESR s,

siRNA #f 72 Wi o AR AEREZE L 2 o

(K4), siBCR1 £7-1% siBCR5 &0 L=k, £ o | !
HBICARRMET Lz, L, 72 BE@ROEEREE o5 o
DFICIE, SiRNA OZNFA I X T - iR S & R
NTVWBEEZ b, BORBET-OREMEHIOMREE DL S8oReleny 7oL negR 6o
REVC A X TR ATREMERS B 5. e T R

(4) siRNA &8 DO Ei#liig

siBCR1, siBCR3, siBCR8 #AfE[H 44 48 Wil th, 6 KLY 72 MR #% O AAEER D b B AL 4 B
DHIL. DAPI TH:fafk, HOGBMENC THR L7, WIHo siRNA ZAREE L7277 77 L2 D
B TH, ATERIOLTEE L2777 AT OEMNN L T, 22 R+ 2 &1
T&E ol

(5) SEDBRIARBELFELD

ANTEBZBEEL TWAHIZ LB LT, 777 AL OFENGEVR RS-, BIH, ATH
Bt OB DG 20T, siGFP Z4GE L723581E, HEVEE[ELH 2 L NLATBIZEEE L
felt7=olzxt L, siBCR & &ie N TR 2 FGEE L 723551213, 121 BOR 5 1 OFEIZ R 7
VT T TEUNET7 v b B mEIcE xR | Rty (RE) oRbDBR0VWEIThoTe, =
NooZ ik, siBCR 8 L7277 7 Lk, EEEREFER O 5 HICERPICRENAE U7
DIZ, BlOdE LI- 248 LIl D 4TE OB S Ly, S 512, JEitY (RIE) oEDE W%
EET DL, siBCR MBEHIC K DAEFROBETIL, ML EL Z N TERNVEE,
I R ATEATREME 2 AR S B 5, 5%, 77 7 AV OTEE L OHE O RIZHOW\W T, E&
MBS 2 MR H A 5, PR T, HAIIROBEMEIC X 25878l 5120 BCR &G T
® siRNAAGEER DT 7 T L TOWT RSN O BCR BAs T OFBLOMRMT (5 21X, siBCR3
#REE D BCRI, 2, 4~885 - ORBLOMNT) 13, BEERFETH D, SOV TIIRETO4
HiA3dH 2 b DD, siGFP O CIE, AFROK MIFBE SN eholo 2 L 2B 2 AbE D &,
siBCR OGN, FFRMICAEFEOK T 25 &I L2 Z L IFME W2V,

KWFFEC. [ BOR BT 2121 L L= siRNA OF5E8IX, BCREIZTORBELELMEI L, 775
LY DEFEREETESES, ] ZERHEALMNERST-, ZOZ &%, SHBOBEEZERL XN D
LoD, 777520 BCRIL, 77 %7 & O AEICHAERILAERK Y - Th b, ) Z&aim<
IR LTV D,

~ ARHEY O HEIT 6,500 HAERTE & &N TW%  (Lyson et al, Science, 366,977,2019) = &
N, NCREETOHRLZDOEEEZ HLd, NCR DX ) 2iiEEEE2HTHV AT AU
v FXTF ROBLBETIE, ASHEIRCGHEELTEY, BCROXI RV ATA ) v FXTF
FbE7z, IS ERITIFEEL TS, BCR & NCR, BLO, 20D 2T A ) »F T
F ROELREICOV TR T E2MERH L 0D, WL L TEILLCEET 7T 40T 7
I T AL < ARMEY OIRRIILE T, AEWVICEIS BT AT A Y v FXTF R4 T vAE
7251 E LTHRE L TV D 3T, B REINBELDO—flE 525 THA D, TiEEEEZ AT
LY AT ALY v F T T R CHAE & I LA A AT S DML, B - i & D
T AR OIEFE L DG LIV,
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