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Investigation on the source of bacterial cold water disease in rivers

MANO, Nobuhiro
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The objective of this study was to determine the origin of the causative
organism (Fp: Flavobacterium psychrophilum) of bacterial cold water disease (BCWD) in riverine ayu
(Plecoglossus altivelis). During 2021 and 2022, few outbreaks of BCWD were observed in the
investigated river. In contrast, an outbreak of BCWD was confirmed in the same river in June 2023,
and Fp was isolated and cultured from the kidneys and spleens of ayu fish. Since the movement of
recreational fishermen was restricted by coronas between 2021 and 2022, our results suggest that
recreational fishermen were closely related to the occurrence of BCWD in the river.
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