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Search for the evolution of hominoids and cercopithecids and their
paleoenvironments in the Late Miocene of Southeast Asia
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The Tha Chang area near Nakhorn Ratchasima, northeastern Thailand, has
yielded many vertebrate fossils of various kinds, which include Miocene hominoid fossils still rare
in the fossil record of Southeast Asia. In this study, we investigated the vertebrate fossil
specimens, including primates, recovered from the sandpits near Nakhorn Ratchasiam under the
collaboration with the Thai institutes such as Khorat Fossil Museum (Petrified Wood Museum of
Northeastern Thailand). We also carried out geological and paleontological fieldwork in the
sandpits. The composition of the fossil mammals from the sandpits in Tha Chang suggests that the age

of the primate fossils is likely around 7 Ma. In addition, we started investigating the vertebrate
fossils recovered from a new sandpit in a different area.
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